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PROFESSIONAL TEACHING COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC.)

The PTCWA provides a voice for the
teaching profession and a wider context
for the work of professional educational
associations.

• establishing working partnerships with
stakeholder organisations to benefit
teachers and support personnel in
Western Australian schools;

Vision Statement

• disseminating information to member
associations and other relevant
stakeholders; and

The Professional Teaching Council of
Western Australia (PTCWA) provides a
voice for professional educators in Western
Australia. The PTCWA empowers and
enables education professionals and
support staff.
Mission Statement
The Professional Teaching Council of
Western Australia (PTCWA) provides a
voice through their teacher associations for
teachers and support personnel working
across all levels and sectors of Western
Australian education.
The PTCWA provides information, advice
and professional learning opportunities to
support strong and effective governance for
member associations.
Our foci include supporting associations
in the delivery of professional learning,
information dissemination and the raising
of the professional status of educators in
Western Australia.
PTCWA provides a collective voice for
member associations to policy and decisionmakers across all sectors in Western
Australian education.
Strategic Goals 2019-2021
To fulfil the aspirations stated in the
PTCWA Mission Statement, the PTCWA
Committee will work towards:
• encouraging maximum membership of
professional educational associations in
Western Australian;
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• acting as a lobby group for professional
education associations in Western
Australia.
The voice of the profession
PTCWA’s website provides a centralised listing of
all professional education associations in WA.
www.ptcwa.wa.edu.au
President Dr Barbara Combes
PhD, MA Internet Studies, Grad Dip
Internet Studies, Grad Dip App Sc (Teacher
Librarianship), Grad Dip Ed, BA President,
Professional Teaching Council Western Australia
(PTCWA) President, Western Australia School
Library Association (WASLA) Literacy and
Reading Section, International Federation of
Library Associations (IFLA)
LiteracyMatters! www.literacymatters.org. au
(IFLA/WASLA)
Contact us at: info@ptcwa.wa.edu.au
PO Box 196 Mt Hawthorn WA 6915
Special thanks to the PTCWA Executive Committee working
towards the success of this event:
Dr Barbara Combes, Sonja Kuzich, Helen Bunstead, Val
Baird, Barb Lippiatt, Brady Williams, Chris Callus, Denisse
Scasserra, Michelle Murphy, Lynne Rockliff, Jette Oksis, Cosi
Schirripa

PTCWA is the state council representing
peak body of the professional education
associations in Western Australia. It
provides a state voice for WA teachers and
educators in all systems.
PTCWA is an umbrella body of over

36 associations of professional educators in
• providing stronger connections to
WA. These voluntary professional education
Western Australian educational
associations represent over 25 000
associations and their members, through
educators in all systems and sectors.
professional learning opportunities and
communication channels, such as the
PTCWA website;
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PROFESSIONAL TEACHING COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC.)

PTCWA
Outstanding Professional
Service Awards 2019
Date: Wednesday 24 October 2019
Time: 6.30–9.00 pm
Venue: Tompkins on Swan, Cnr Dunkley Ave & Canning Highway, Alfred Cove

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS
Order of Proceedings
1.

Registration and drinks

2

Guests to be seated

3

Welcome, President PTCWA Dr Barbara Combes

4

Acknowledgment of Country, Cosi Schirripa

5

Chris Callus, Master of Ceremonies

6

PTCWA Executive Speaker, Sonja Kuzich, Vice President

7.

Guest Speaker, Keryl Caird, Vice President, WA Primary Principals
Association

8.

Occasional Speaker, Steve Morrison, Servite College

9.

PTCWA Sponsors

10.

Presentation of Awards by Hon. Samantha Rowe MLC

Please stay for refreshments at the end of the evening.
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YOUNG TEACHERS,
THE FUTURE OF THE PROFESSION

WTD2017_EN_alt2_final_.indd 1

ED/ESC/TED/2019/04

#WorldTeachersDay
11/09/17 14:51:03

Internationally, World Teachers’ Day is celebrated on the first Friday in October. However,
as this is usually during Australian school holidays, Australia celebrates the day on the last
Friday in October of each year.
World Teachers’ Day was inaugurated on 5 October 1994 by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to commemorate the 1966
joint signing of the UNESCO/ILO (International Labour Organisation) Recommendation
concerning the Status of Teachers.
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PROFESSIONAL TEACHING COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC.)

Outstanding
Professional Service
Awards
These PTCWA Outstanding Professional Service Awards recognise an individual
member’s outstanding professional contribution to education in Western Australia, made
in a voluntary capacity to his or her professional teachers’ association. This provides the
opportunity for each financial member association of PTCWA to consider the work of its
members and nominate a worthy recipient.
The Professional Teaching Council of Western Australia has as its objective, the
promotion of professionalism in teaching through an enhancement of the work
of professional education associations. It provides a wider context for the work of
professional associations through facilitation of networking and communication between
individual associations, while providing a forum for the discussion of broad educational
thought and current issues.
The individual being nominated for an award should be a current or past member of the
nominating association and have made an outstanding contribution to the association’s
support of teachers and education in WA over an extended period; for example,
contributing to the association’s publications either at a personal or professional level
(e.g. served as journal editor, have developed teaching resources, have written articles
etc.); professional development coordinator; award or accreditation coordinator; website/
ICT coordinator; and/or have made an outstanding contribution to the association over
an extended period through the management of the association and/or association
committees.
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2019

Guest Speakers
Ms Keryl Caird
Director Professional Learning
Western Australian Primary Principals’ Association
(WAPPA)
Keryl has been in education for 30 plus years as a
teacher, Deputy and Principal. She has led at System
level as a Fellow and Life Member of the Western
Australian Primary Principals Association.
She serves as Vice President and represents Western
Australia on the Australian Governments Primary
Principals Association. She is also on the National
Council for the Australian Primary Principals
Association. She serves on Advisory Groups for the
Department of Education and the School Curriculum
and Standards Authority in WA.
Keryl’s achievements include being a NEITA award winner, Highly Commended finalist in
the Commonwealth Teaching Awards and a Finalist for the 2018 Women in Achievement
Award for the Department of Education.
Her current role is Director of Professional Learning at the Western Australian Primary
Principal’s Association.

Steve Morrison
College Counsellor Servite College
Steve has worked in variety of different roles in mental
health for over 15 years. In that time, he has primarily
worked in crisis counselling and suicide intervention
and prevention. He has worked in state and national
roles for Headspace, Lifeline and Kids First.
To say that Steve is passionate about reducing
people’s pain and distress is an understatement.
For the last five years Steve has worked in schools as
a School Counsellor and Counselling Co-ordinator.
Steve also runs a training and education business
called ‘Distress IQ’ with the goal of providing
education around how we cope with, learn from and
adapt to distress.
The topic for Steve’s talk to night is ‘Decreasing
Distress’.
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2019

Outstanding Professional
Service Awards
Ms Katherine Gaschk
AAEE – Australian Association for Environmental Education
Katherine Gaschk has a passion for environmental and waste education. She has worked as
a waste education officer for a local authority, as well as helping develop waste behaviour
initiatives within a number of AAEEWA programs that aim to reduce participants’ waste
generation and improve recycling. Katherine has taken a lead role in tackling waste
management issues within AAEE WA, through modelling effective strategies for events and
education, problem-solving and identifying innovative solutions, and of course delivering
effective learning opportunities engaging members and the broader community in education
to foster behaviour change. Katherine contributes to a number of AAEE WA projects and
events including the annual Catchments Corridors & Coasts professional development
program, the National Science Week Expo, the WA Sustainability Education Forum and
is an active member of the 2020 National Biennial Conference team. She does all this as
a volunteer, while also working towards completing the thesis component of a Research
Masters with Training at Murdoch University, exploring the barriers and motivators to waste
separation behaviour in the home. She is a highly valued member of our association and
thoroughly deserves this award.

Mrs Genevie Baker
ACE WA – Australian College of Educators
Mrs Genevie Baker has been a tireless volunteering contributor to the work of the Australian
College of Educators Western Australia branch over the past five years. Along with her
expertise in the areas of senior secondary education and vocational learning, Genevie has
contributed significantly in the organisation of professional learning opportunities that
the ACE WA branch provides to its members over the many years that she has been a
committee member. Her attendance, positivity, breadth of knowledge in education and her
exuberance has been outstanding. The good attendance and calibre of the professional
learning opportunities can be attributed to the contribution that Genevie has made. We are
delighted to recommend Genevie to the PTCWA Outstanding Professional Service Awards
nomination committee.
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Ms Emily Jansen
ALEA – Australian Literacy Educators Association
Emily is a truly valued member of ALEA. Since joining in 2017 as a preservice teacher,
Emily’s enthusiasm and passion for teaching brought new perspectives and motivation to
our committee. She quickly rose to a leadership opportunity when she took on an executive
role as Treasurer shortly after she joined the committee. In her short time on committee,
Emily has proved herself to be a reliable and highly efficient member of our team.
Emily has been integral to organisation of many ALEA events. Most notably, she was a part
of the organising committee for the 2018 ALEA/AATE National Conference and worked
tirelessly behind the scenes to make this conference a success. While volunteering her time
to design and coordinate this conference Emily was undertaking her first teaching post at
Koorda Primary School. Emily has also assisted in the organisation and coordination of
ALEA Perth’s annual ECT Forum. Further to this, Emily delivered an inspiring presentation
at the 2018 ECT Forum, and truly exemplified the wonderful teaching that exists in the
classrooms of beginning teachers.
For those who work with Emily, it is evident that her passion for literature and literacy
are reflected in her work as an educator and within her involvement with ALEA. Emily’s
commitment to the profession is inspiring to those who have a spent a lifetime working for it,
and those who are just beginning their careers in education. Emily is an asset to ALEA truly
deserving recipient of this award.

Ms Michelle Horrocks
ArtEdWA – Art Education Association of Western Australia
Michelle Horrocks became a member of the Art Education Association of Western Australia
in 2012; she enthusiastically joined the General committee in 2013, injecting a sense of
humour and an ability to think outside the box. Her passionate and contemporary approach
to art education in both the primary and secondary sectors has been a valuable asset in her
most significant role as Journal Committee member over the past 5 years.
From 2016–2018, Michelle’s position as journal convenor has showcased an outstanding
breath of knowledge in the visual arts and her vast range of networking contacts. She has
been the driving force behind this outstanding annual Art Education Journal publication
and Michelle continues today, to devote an enormous amount of time and a high level of
expertise in ensuring the content of the Journal is of the highest quality. She has been an
advocate for the publication taking the big, but necessary step of moving into the digital
world, this vision is currently being realised.
In addition to this, Michelle constantly seeks ways to promote Visual Arts education and in
particular Western Australian artists. It is important to her that we connect our wealth of
artist talent in WA with teachers—in or out of the classroom, so that a mutually beneficial
partnership can occur.
Michelle’s willingness to work hard in a voluntary capacity for the association and its
members and the fabulous energy that she exudes as a committee member, has led her to
the leadership role of Vice President for the association. Michelle held this position in 2014
and she currently holds it in 2019.
The Association is very grateful to Michelle for her undeniable passion, leadership and
for her significant and ongoing contribution to the Art Education Association of Western
Australia. The Executive Committee is delighted to take this opportunity to recognise
Michelle’s commitment to the association and believe her to be an excellent nominee for
this prestigious award.
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Dr Laura D’Olimpio
APIS – Association for Philosophy in Schools
Over the last 15 years Dr Laura D’Olimpio contributed phenomenally to philosophy in
schools in Australasia and more significantly to her home state, WA. Whether it was
Chairing or contributing to the Association for Philosophy in Schools WA (APIS WA), Laura
consistently embodied professionalism and leadership, mixed with a good dose of friendly
support. She is central to noteworthy projects in the Australasian region, including: the
Journal of Philosophy in Schools and the Philosothon Project. In whatever Laura does, she
has always ensured the spotlight for her good work is directed back to the association. We
all at APIS WA could not think of someone more deserving for this award.

Ms Selena Clohessy
ASME – Australian Society for Music Education
Selena has been a powerhouse committee member of ASME WA (Australian Society for
Music Education WA chapter) for the past 7 years. Selena joined the committee as a
student representative in 2012, became secretary in 2014 and has continued in that role
since.
Not only is she an outstanding secretary, attending to all secretarial matters in an impressive
and timely manner, she also expertly navigates internet survey, email and registration
software and has a deep understanding of our Constitution.
Selena is also a ‘hands-on’ committee member committing to attending the many
Professional Development opportunities ASME WA provides and assisting in registrations,
photography, videoing and the multitude of administrative tasks that go with conferences
and PD days.
ASME WA is a volunteer organization and Selena attends to her secretarial obligations
while working fulltime as a music teacher at Swan View Senior High School. Her wealth
of knowledge, skill and expertise across all facets of our Association is greatly valued and
appreciated by our committee and members. Her vast contribution to the seamless running
of our organization is offered in a humble and self-effacing demeanour which speaks to
Selena’s integrity and strength of character.
She is a very worthy recipient of this award.

PROFESSIONAL TEACHING COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC.)

PTCWA Presentation Ceremony 2019 A5 booklet.indd 9

9

15/10/2019 2:38:29 PM

Ms Victoria Lacey
BEWA – Business Educators of Western Australia
Victoria is a qualified business teacher with over 30 years’ experience and has dedicated her
free time to being secretary for Business Educators of WA (BEWA). During this time Victoria
has been an instrumental part of the team and has not only presented numerous ACF/BME
workshops but has also developed various successful programs including EOFY party pack
and modelling kinesthetics learning activities for teacher to use.
Victoria has also held roles as BEWA’s online resources and social media administrator,
website coordinator and was also on the sub-committee of BEA National Conference where
she organised the 2014 National Business & Economics Teachers Conference in Fremantle
which was a highly successful event.

Presentations
2018 Workshop on ACF exam review from 2017 ATAR exams
Presented at BEWA Conference – What the flip is Flippity? Using Google Sheets to create
interactive worksheets and educational games (formative assessment) for use in the
classroom
2017

Workshop on ACF/BME exam review from 2016 ATAR exams

2016

Workshop on ACF/BME exam review from 2015 ATAR exams

2015

Workshop on BME General EST review from 2015
Presented two sessions at BEA National Conference: Engaging students in
Accounting and Digital Online Formative Assessment.
Presented at BEWA Conference - How to engage students using technology
in, Accounting.

2013

Presented at BEWA Conference - modelling how to use ‘EoFY’ party packs

2011–2012

Presented a workshop to teachers at BEWA conference modelling Kinesthetic
learning activities.

Position held on BEWA Executive
2012–2019

Secretary of BEWA
Executive sub-committee for organising the 2014 National Business &
Economics Teachers Conference held in Fremantle
BEWA Facebook group administrator
Website Coordinator (2013)
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Ms Bonnie Woo
CLTAWA – Chinese Language Teachers Association of Western Australia
Bonnie Woo began serving in the Chinese Language Teachers’ Association of Western
Australia as a Committee Member in 2004. Since then, she has contributed endless hours
and energy working tirelessly as a CLTAWA Executive for 15 years in various capacities
serving as the Treasurer for 7 years, Vice President for 5 years, lead the Association as the
President for 2 years and as the Immediate Past President for 1 year. She has undertaken
each of these roles with great enthusiasm and professionalism.
As the Vice President, Bonnie is a quiet achiever who has been working very closely
alongside the President behind the scene in leading the CLTAWA Committee and the
Association. She constantly provides support, encouragement and valuable knowledge and
sound advice to the President. Over the past 8 years under her visionary, passionate and
dedicated leadership, the CLTAWA has arduously supported the rapid growth of Chinese
teaching and learning in Western Australia schools. Bonnie has played an instrumental role
in ensuring that the Association provides relevant ongoing professional development and
networking opportunities for teachers as well as activities and competitions for students.
Her exemplary organisation, management and communication skills together with her
persevering approach to challenges is a true asset and motivating force within the CLTAWA.
The great success and smooth running of all three National Conferences ever organised
and hosted by CLTAWA in 2006, 2012 and this year were largely due to Bonnie’s leadership
and pivotal role. As the Co-convenor in the 2019 Chinese Language Teachers’ Federation
of Australia’s National Conference attended by over 260 delegates from around Australia,
Bonnie was behind the organisation and implementation of every aspect of the Conference
from selection of the Conference Theme, engaging key note speakers from Beijing,
interstate and within WA, selection of workshop presentations from around Australia to
sponsorship, venue and catering. Her professionalism, meticulous hard work and attention
to detail resulted in a National Conference which was highly commended by many delegates
who attended.
Of all that Bonnie has contributed to CLTAWA, the greatest would have to be the
professionalism she has brought to the Association. In recent years, the CLTAWA’s profile
has risen to a superlative professional level where CLTAWA has become a most highly
regarded professional association amongst the wider language teaching community in WA,
the Chinese community as well as Government bodies
Bonnie’s dedication and commitment to the CLTAWA has been invaluable. Her efforts are
deeply appreciated by the Committee. She is truly a passionate and selfless professional
who is a very worthy recipient of this 2019 Outstanding Professional Service Award.
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Mr Matt Schlueter
DATTA – Design & Technology Teachers Association
DATTA WA would like to nominate a dedicated and committed long term member. This
person has been outstanding in his contributions to the organisation in a number of ways
for many consecutive years. From the outset of him joining the committee, he has been
generous with his time and expertise. An example of this would be his initiative to organise
and present professional development to teachers in the use of Inventor, a CAD program.
He has continued to present over many years on this topic and his knowledge continue s to
be in demand.
When consulted, Matt was willing to assist in the management and coordination of the
Association’s financial affairs by taking on the treasures role for three years. This unenviable
role consumes a tremendous amount of time and energy and Matt gave the required
attention to detail to ensure all financial processes were followed.
His time in senior leadership on the committee grew and he became instrumental in the
development of our current website. This was an area identified a few years ago as in need
of improvement, but it was not until he collaborated with other committee members that it
progressed from an idea to a developed project. He continues to expel his energy with the
maintenance of our website today.
As all the above-mentioned tasks were occurring, Matt assisted in the coordination of
multiple DATTAW A state conferences and of recent has become the primary coordinator
for the past two years. His leadership and hard work were recognised by the membership
who nominated him for the role of President in 2019 and we have been very privileged since
he accepted the role. During his time in this position, he has represented our association
at national conferences, frequently been the first point of call to assist members with their
enquiries, managing our support staff and the executive team, and coordinated annual
general meetings and many committee meetings.
All this has been executed in a gracious manner and with the thought of improving our
learning area Design & Technology, for the teachers and students of our state. Matt
Schlueter, we acknowledge your dedication and efforts with this nomination and bestowing
you with such an honourable award.
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Dr Sandra Hesterman
ECA WA – Early Childhood Australia
Dr Sandra Hesterman is Director of Early Childhood Education and Senior Lecturer in early
literacy and children’s learning environments at Murdoch University, Western Australia.
Sandra has been both a branch member and subsequently a committee member of Early
Childhood Australia (ECA), WA Branch for some 10 years and is recognised as a renowned
early childhood specialist.
Sandra has demonstrated her outstanding commitment and excellence to Professional
Service whilst leading the WA, ECA Play Strategy Campaign since 2014. Sandra is a strong
advocate for the rights of young children and the WA Play Strategy was developed in line
with Article 31 of the United Nations Convention on The Rights of the Child. Sandra has
provided strong leadership and guidance regarding children’s right to learn through play and
in addition, her work has further enhanced the community’s view of the importance of play
in children’s lives. This initiative is supported by her research in this area and recognised in
adding to the debate around play in WA Schools.
Sandra’s motivational teaching aims to inspire students and provide the wider community
with the skills and knowledge to support children’s play and foster their independent learning.
Sandra’s work continues to contribute to an international call for the provision of quality early
childhood programs. Her work enables those intending to pursue a career in early childhood,
to gain the appropriate understandings and qualifications to successfully work in the early
year’s sector. She is highly commended for her continued outstanding work.
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Mrs Mandy Hudson
ETAWA – Economic Teachers Association of Western Australia
Mandy has been a long serving teacher of Year 11 and 12 Economics in a wide range
of Western Australian schools since the early 1980s. In addition to contributing to her
students’ excellent results over 30 years she has been involved in the promotion of
Economics and the provision of professional learning through her involvement in the
Economics Teachers’ Association of Western Australia (ETAWA).
Mandy has occupied a range of voluntary positions on the ETAWA executive in her career
to date, including as President and Treasurer. She is currently the Vice President. Her
contribution to the management of ETAWA and promotion of Economics more widely was
acknowledged several years ago with life membership of the organisation (one of only 13
ETAWA life members).
In addition to her contribution to ETAWA she has also held a range of jobs in which she
has been involved in assisting teachers of Economics in Year 11 and 12 and teachers of
Society and Environment (S&E) now known as Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS). She
is widely recognised and well respected for the quality of the professional learning that she
delivers.
In her role at the Association of Independent Schools of Western Australia, Mandy provided
advice to teachers with regards to teaching and learning and assessment of Economics in
Year 11 and 12 and in Society and Environment from P to Year 10.
As the officer at the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (formerly the Curriculum
Council) responsible for Economics in Year 11 and 12 and for Year 7 to 10 Society and
Environment (including Economics and Business) and more recently as the Curriculum
Manager at the Authority responsible for all Year 11 and 12 HASS courses, she has
delivered frequent professional learning to a wide variety of stakeholders and has managed
other curriculum officers responsible for moderation of all ATAR and General Year 11 and
Year 12 courses in the HASS learning area.
As President of ETAWA, Mandy represented Western Australia on the peak body (Business
Educators of Australia)
As a member of the ACARA advisory panel provided extensive advice to the writers of
the Year 5 to Year 10 Economics and Business syllabus for the Australian Curriculum.
Subsequently, she played a central role in the adaption of that curriculum for Western
Australian conditions.
Mandy has made a long, varied and successful contribution to the ongoing work of the
Economics Teachers’ Association of Western Australia for which she is highly respected by
the Associations members.
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Ms Trish Harris
GAWA – Geographical Association of Western Australia (Inc.)
Patricia Harris (Trish) was elected to the Management Committee of the Geographical
Association of Western Australia (GAWA) in August 2002. In her second year on the
GAWA Committee, Trish volunteered her professional service and time to the GAWA
Conference, Professional Development, and Student Exam Revision Sub-committees. Her
talents were soon recognised, such that in August 2005 she was elected to the position
of Vice-President and after serving in this position for three years, was elected GAWA
President in November 2008. After serving as President for the maximum of three years,
Trish continued to serve on the GAWA Management Committee for the following three
years as Immediate Past-President until her retirement from GAWA Committee service in
2015 having given thirteen years’ continuous service to GAWA’s management, operations
and promotion.
During the time of Trish’s service as GAWA President and Past-President, significant
curriculum change was taking place both at the national level and in Western Australia with
the development of the Australian Curriculum and major changes in the upper secondary
Geography Syllabus in WA. This was the time of the introduction and implementation
of the new Stages 2 and 3 courses, curriculum model for the upper secondary years.
These changes presented specific subject-based philosophical and practical problems for
GAWA and for local geography teachers. Our records show that Trish was instrumental
in strongly presenting and representing GAWA’s philosophy and viewpoint. In particular,
Trish led a delegation to the then Curriculum Council, to argue GAWA’s case against
proposed changes to the WACE Geography Examination. Trish was instrumental in GAWA
succeeding on this issue.
Throughout her service to GAWA, Trish Harris was an enthusiastic and committed
Committee Member providing her professional expertise and strong leadership. Trish’s
contributions in furthering the development of good geography and the promotion of our
discipline were multi-dimensional and we believe aptly justify her as a worthy nominee for a
PTCWA 2019 Outstanding Professional Service Award.
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Ms Lyn Dymond
HEIAWA – Home Economics Institute of Australia Inc. WA Division
Lyn became a member of HEIAWA in 1994 and joined the committee of management in
2010, before becoming the president from 2014 to 2018. Lyn has made, and continues to
make a significant and ongoing impact in our organization and the profession.
As a lecturer at ECU, Lyn provided a valuable link between the university, future Home
Economists, HEIAWA and schools. Students were encouraged by Lyn to become members
and to be involved as student representatives, in professional development activities, as
both participants and presenters and contribute articles to the newsletter.
Lyn has encouraged students to apply for ’King and Amy O’Malley’ Scholarships’ and has
served on the selection panel for an extended period of time. The number of applicants and
scholarships awarded to WA students has significantly increased over the last 5 years.
During her presidency, Lyn was instrumental in the introduction of an award that recognizes
excellence at a tertiary for students studying in the area of Home Economics. The award is
named after Marilyn Yates, a long-standing member and contributor to home economics
education and a previous recipient of a PTCWA award.
Recent restructuring that has occurred at a national level has seen Lyn attend HEIA Inc
meetings to discuss the opportunities and issues, then report back and lead the committee
through the process.
Lyn is an organized and motivational leader, who contributes at all levels of HEIAWA’s work.
Recently retired from her paid work, Lyn continues to play an active role in our organization
and in particular has undertaken many hours of work to organise the subject seminars to be
held in Term 4.
Lyn is a worthy recipient of this award that recognizes her outstanding contribution to
education through the Home Economics Institute of Australia WA division.

Ms Jordana Caple
HTAWA – History Teachers Association of Western Australia
HTAWA is honoured to nominate Jordana Caple as a recipient of a PTCWA Service award.
Jordana has worked tirelessly supporting WA History teachers for over twenty years as a
committee member of HTAWA, fulfilling a variety of positions and roles. Jordana works
tirelessly behind the scene, and is always willing to do whatever is required to make any
HTAWA event a success. She is knowledgeable, friendly, reliable and hardworking. She is
well known and respected in the history teaching community.
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Ms Natalie Blewitt
L3CTA – Level 3 Classroom Teachers Association
Natalie Blewitt is a dedicated committee member who has undertaken the role of Vice
President of the L3 CTA for the last two years after being a general committee member for
some time.
She is a vibrant person who promotes leadership in the classroom by her own example.
She works hard to share professional knowledge about best practice and improved
communication and operational practice to upskill her colleagues and actively engages
membership of our committee to pursue excellence.
Natalie is also SSTUWA member an advocate for new teachers and a successful primary
school practitioner.

Mr Mike Filer
PLEAWA – Political and Legal Educators Association of Western Australia
Mike Filer has been an extremely active member of the PLEAWA Committee since 2010.
In that year, while still teaching in Australind, he became an executive committee member
of PLEAWA. He went on to serve in many roles ranging from Treasurer 2011–13, VicePresident 2015 and President in 2016–2018.
In his term as President, Mike was instrumental in the co-ordination and publication of
the first series of PLEAWA text books for Western Australian Politics and Law students
in both Years 11 and 12. The idea of PLEAWA producing texts for this ATAR course had
been brewing for more than a decade and it was Mike’s meticulous attention to detail and
excellent organisational skills which enabled him to effectively steer the committee through
the many challenges that are part of the production of text books.
By streamlining operational procedures, Mike was able to lead the way for PLEAWA to
expand its capacity to meet the goals of the association. While president he also initiated
significant professional development opportunities for PALS teachers, providing them with
excellent support to improve their skills in the teaching of Politics and Law. This was all
achieved while he was teaching fulltime and Head of Learning Area at his school.
Mike has provided outstanding leadership in his many roles with PLEAWA including liaising
with SCSA over the content changes to the new PALS courses of study, providing accurate
feedback on WACE examinations and serving on the School Curriculum and Standards
Authority Course Advisory Committee for many years.
While his term as president is over, Mike continues to be an active member of the PLEAWA
executive, a leader, mentor, teacher and advocate for the support of teaching and learning
in Politics and Law, Civics and Citizenship as well as Humanities and Social Sciences in the
WA education sector.
This nomination duly recognises his outstanding professionalism and exemplary contribution
in promoting understanding, engagement and active citizenship for students and teachers in
Western Australia.
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Ms Mady Colquhoun
STAWA – Science Teachers Association of Western Australia
Mady Colquhoun has been a committed and passionate member of STAWA since 2008
and the Primary Science committee since 2010, delivering outstanding service to STAWA.
She has been actively involved in planning and running the annual Science conference,
CONSTAWA. She was also on the committee for planning the national CONASTA
conference held in Perth in 2015. Other committee duties have included developing
publications for primary Science teachers, reviewing external programs, providing feedback
on policy documents, and assisting with Science Talent Search and other STAWA events.
Passionate about sharing her knowledge, Mady has developed and presented many
sessions at CONSTAWA and CONASTA: Challenges of being a primary Science specialist,
Earthwatch TeachLive and Bush Blitz Experience, The Heat is on, and Discovering Dieback.
Mady has convened special open forums identifying issues for primary Science specialists
and teachers. Information from these has been compiled into a report and sent to the
Minister for Education, SCSA and the Department of Education.
Mady has assisted in the development of a new assessment tool specifically for primary
Science: the Science Teaching, Assessing and Recording Tracker (START). The interest in
this tracker has led to a digital version being developed.
Mady is truly deserving of this recognition.

Ms Sionna Macauley
WAATA – West Australian Association of Teacher Assistants Inc
It gives us great pleasure to nominate Ms Sionna Macaulay for the 2019 Outstanding
Professional Service Award.
Sionna works within the Catholic Education system, she has been a Teacher Assistants for 4
years in Early Childhood.
Whilst Sionna has only been a WAATA member for 1 year and instantly served on the
WAATA committee as our Secretary, she also picked up the position of Treasurer 6 months
into the term of appointment. Through working Part time, raising a young and very athletic
family, caring for her elderly father, Volunteering part time at the school canteen and doing
both the secretary and treasurer role, as well as rolling out a new online system called
TidyHQ, in doing so Sionna was required to liaise with TidyHQ and our IT provider to ensure
we had a smooth as possible transition, so there were many late night emails for us to
receive in the early mornings.
Our 2019 conference went off without a hitch thanks to her hard work & dedication with all
delegates enjoying our new venue. Sionna’s commitment to WAATA enabled a successful
transition to digital systems, and ensures a successful future for the association.
The 2019-2020 WAATA Committee encourages the consideration of Ms Sionna Macaulay
for the 2019 Outstanding Professional Service Award.
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Ms Maria LoPresti
WAATI – Western Australian Association of Teachers of Italian
Maria Lo Presti, who has recently celebrated 30 years in Catholic Education, is an inspiring
language teacher whose driving force is to instil a love of language learning in her students.
Maria has a plethora of skills and tricks up her sleeve to make this a reality including
organising school excursions to movies, restaurants, Italian camps, cultural walks around
Fremantle, with the pinnacle being the Year 12 Italian class dinner always scheduled the
night of the ATAR Italian exam.
Maria considers her biggest legacy to have been making National Language Week a strong
tradition and much anticipated annual event at Aquinas College. Maria works tirelessly
to make sure all students in the College eat, sing, view, dance, pray and speak their way
through the different languages and cultures present in the school.
As well as being a dedicated language teacher Maria has been a member of WAATI
(Western Australian Association of Teachers of Italian) since 1988. She is a selfless
volunteer who has held a variety of positions from general committee member to Vice
President, International Exchange Coordinator and most recently efficiently taking on the
onerous role of Treasurer.
Maria embodies all that it means to be a truly dedicated and caring educator.
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Dr Catherine Kapiteyn
WAESPAA – Western Australian Education Support Principals &
Administrators Association
Catherine is an outstanding of a very challenging and diverse school. The Burbridge School
student cohort includes many students with highly challenging behaviours and complex
communication needs. The school and parent community is diverse with a large number
of students from families where English is a second language. It is through Catherine’s
exceptional leadership skills that Burbridge School has become a school that staff want to
work at and families want their children to attend.
Catherine is a compassionate and outstanding Educator who has not only contributed to
the profound growth of Burbridge School, but to the growth of special education at a system
level, in her new role at SSEN: D. She has initiated and sustained system level change at
Burbridge School that has impacted the school performance so that it is now better meet
the needs of all the students.
Catherine has systematically created a positive school culture that is exemplified through
positive relationships amongst colleagues that enhances all aspects of the schools’
operations. Catherine is driven to ensure all staff continuously improve and develop as
Educators to achieve the vision of a school of exceptionally skilled leaders able to coach and
support each other. A young inexperienced teaching staff have become highly professional,
collaborative, skilled educators. Catherine firmly believes and instils in all staff that all
students can learn and achieve given the appropriate support. She has ensured staff use
effective, evidenced based teaching practice as the key to learning. A learning culture is
evident amongst the teaching staff who collaborate extensively every day, always with a
focus on student outcomes.
Catherine has led the leadership team at her school to innovative in creating the structure
and opportunities for creating learning culture. She developed a coaching model so that
mentors and experts can work alongside staff to build capacity “on the job” in classrooms.
The early career teachers in school are now becoming highly skilled and compassionate
Educators that are making a real difference in improving outcomes. Catherine has
relentlessly focused on utilising capacity building to develop staff in making a difference in
the educational outcomes for the exceptionally complex cohorts of students at Burbridge.
The students at Burbridge School with extremely challenging behaviour benefit from
the targeted Behaviour Support Strategy. The school achieved this by focusing on the
development of talented Teachers and Education Assistants, creating a Behaviour Support
Team that now have acquired very high level behaviour support skills and are coaching
and mentoring others. Catherine’s efforts have resulted in an explicit and comprehensive
positive behaviour support approach across the school scaffolding students to learn socially
appropriate behaviours that are conducive to learning, improve student access to the
curriculum and promote student and staff safety and well-being.
The most physically disabled students at Burbridge, who in previous years often made
the least progress, are benefitting from the internationally acclaimed MOVE (Mobility
Opportunities Via Education) program. Catherine has bought this evidenced-based program
to WA and over the past four years its practice has been embedded at the school. Catherine
further invested in the upskilling and accreditation of a teacher to become a MOVE
International Trainer. In 2019 she will apply for status as a ‘Model Move Site’ and use the
expertise of the staff to support other schools.
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Ms Sonja Kuzich
WAIER – Western Australian Institute Educational Research
I am pleased to nominate Sonja Kuzich, who is a longstanding, vital and dedicated member
of WAIER’s executive committee. Sonja joined WAIER 10 years ago and in that time has
taken on many roles. One of her first roles was convening the WAIER Early Career and
Postgraduate Awards Committee from 2010-2011. She also assisted in the dissemination
of educational research through serving as an assisting copy editor on the WAIER Journal,
Issues in Educational Research (IIER). Then in June 2014 she took on the position of WAIER
Secretary. In 2015, Sonja was instrumental in the establishment of the WAIER Research
Grant. This grant offered a small amount ($2000) to support educational researchers in
WA. She led the Grants committee in the assessment of applications and presented the
grant at the 2017 and 2018 WAIER Forum. In conjunction with the President of WAIER,
Sonja also secured additional funding for the grant, to increase the amount offered to
educational researchers. In November 2018, Sonja also took on the role as WAIER Vice
President. Her commitment to WAIER is evidenced in the many roles Sonja has held over
the years. She always brings positive ideas to the table that help grow the membership and
impact of WAIER. Her willingness to pitch in and help out with tasks big and small is greatly
appreciated.

Ms Irene Starr
WAMGLTA – West Australian Modern Greek Language Teachers’
Association Inc
Ms Irene Starr has been a member of the West Australian Modern Greek Language
Teachers’ Association Inc. (WAMGLTA) since 29/ 1/ 2017 She has been an active and
proactive member, attending meetings and offering innovative suggestions for the
improvement of the teaching and learning of Modern Greek in WA.
In 2018, WAMGLTA held its first Professional Learning opportunity and Irene was
instrumental to the success of this venture. She not only made the premises of The
Evangelismos Greek Language School available for the PL, she also provided all the food
and drinks with funds received by the school for such ventures. Furthermore, she ensured
that the venue was set up professionally with notepads, pens, and water bottles for each
participant, and that full ICT facilities were available, making for smooth operations
on the day. Irene then ensured that some of the best practice presented at the PL was
implemented at the school, writing an article with photos included, the publication of which
further promoted the activities of WAMGLTA.
Irene has since made the premises of the school available for all WAMGLTA meetings,
ensuring that the key is available through other personnel if she cannot make it to a
meeting. It must also be noted that Irene is the Coordinator of The Evangelismos Greek
Language School, which operates on a Saturday morning, and that her services are offered
gratis. WAMGLTA is grateful for the consistent and vital support offered by Ms Irene Starr
and wishes to nominate her for this prestigious award.
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Ms Hanneke VanNoort
WASLA – Western Australian School Library Association Inc
Hanneke has been a committed and active committee member of the West Australian
School Library Association (WASLA) since 2016. From 2017 – 2018 Hanneke was the
Treasurer for the Association where she managed the financial operations side of what
is essentially a volunteer organisation. In this role Hanneke organised and assisted in
the running of after school professional development (PD), half and full day seminars. In
stepping down from the treasurer role, Hanneke continues to mentor the current incumbent.
She is also a current member of the WASLA committee and works with the Professional
Learning sub-committee. Hanneke’s areas of speciality include information management,
working with the SCIS catalogue and representing WASLA on other WA Library Officer
groups. Hanneke is a dedicated professional who willingly shares her knowledge and
keeps WASLA Committee members up to date in areas of the library profession that are
constantly evolving.
Hanneke has made and continues to make an outstanding contribution to school libraries
on many levels and is a vital member of the education community in Western Australia.
She has proven to be an outstanding committee member and has contributed tirelessly
to WASLA and its goal to advance the profession through support, networking and
collaboration.

Ms Marlee McAdam
WILTA – Westralian Indonesian Language Teachers Association
Marlee McAdam joined WILTA in 2001 and the WILTA Committee in November 2014 as
a General Committee Member. During 2016, she was instrumental in assisting WILTA to
transition to the new Association rules and develop amendments to our constitution in
line with these rules. In November 2016, Marlee was elected to the newly created role of
Professional Development Coordinator. The requirements of this role are arduous, and
she has excelled. Marlee has been responsible for the organisation of four Professional
Development events each year. She is unafraid of pushing herself to seek new venues
and develop new ideas for the WILTA Membership. In this role, Marlee has also shown
leadership with the implementation of the mandatory Languages curriculum in Primary
Schools and she is a recognised leader amongst Indonesian teachers. Marlee is thoroughly
deserving of the Outstanding Professional Services Award.
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PTCWA
ASSOCIATIONS

AAEE
Australian Association for Environmental Education (WA)

HTAWA
History Teachers Association of WA

AARE
Australian Association of Religious Education Inc. (WA)

JLTAWA
Japanese Language Teachers’ Association of Western Australia

AASE (WA)
Australian Association of Special Education Inc.

L3CTA
Level 3 Classroom Teachers Association of WA

ABODA
Australian Band and Orchestra Directors Association (WA)

MLTAWA
Modern Language Teachers Association of Western Australia Inc.

ACE
Australian College of Educators (WA)

Montessori Teachers Association WA
Montessori Teachers Association Western Australia

AISWA
Association of Independent Schools WA Libraries section

PLEWA
Political and Legal Educators of Western Australia

ALEA
Australian Literacy Educators’ Association

PTCWA
Professional Teaching Council of Western Australia

APIS
Association for Philosophy in Schools (WA)

STAWA
Science Teachers’ Association of Western Australia Inc.

ArtEdWA
Art Education Association of Western Australia

TAGWA
Teachers of German Western Australia

ASME
Australian Society for Music Education (WA)

TOFAWA
Teachers of French Association Western Australia

BEWA
Business Educators of Western Australia Inc.

WAATA
The West Australian Association of Teachers Assistants Inc.

CEAWA
Career Education Association of Western Australia Inc.

WAATI
Western Australian Association of Teachers of Italian Inc.

CLTAWA
Chinese Language Teachers Association of WA Inc.

WADHSAA
Western Australian District High School Administrators’ Association

DATTA
Design and Technology Teachers Association

WAIER
The Western Australian Institute of Educational Research

ECA WA
Early Childhood Australia WA

WAMGLTA
The Western Australian Modern Greek Language Teachers Association

ETAWA (Economics)
Economic Teachers Association of WA

WASLA
Western Australian School Library Association Inc.

ETAWA (English)
English Teachers Association of Western Australia Inc.

WATESOL
Westralian Association of Teachers of English to Speakers of Other
Languages Inc.

EYES
Early Years in Education Society
GAWA
Geographical Association of Western Australia Inc.

WILTA
Westralian Indonesian Language Teachers’ Association

HEIA
Home Economics Institute Australia (WA)
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THANK YOU
Master of Ceremonies
The PTCWA Committee appreciates the support of Mr Chris Callus and extends
its thanks to him for acting as Master of Ceremonies for this evening’s event.

Sponsors
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